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made to measure the rate of combination of hydrogen and
oxygen. Berthelot1 found that the rate of combination of
hydrogen and oxygen, at 250-300, was accelerated by the
presence of barium hydrate, by alkalies, and by traces of
manganese salts. Now, these substances may be regarded as
decomposition products of glass, and are therefore always
present on the surface of glass vessels, and Berthelot thinks that
the discordant results obtained when the speed of the reaction is
measured in different vessels might be due to the presence of
varying amounts of the decomposition products of the glass.
Reactions in liquid menstrua are not so sensitive to the nature of
the walls of the vessel as gaseous reactions. But still the nature
of the vessel does exercise a measurable influence on the course
of some reactions. For example, Rayman and Sulc2 find that
metal...
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