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which ac. and the Exchequer, --each consisting, at present,
beu1ti!y of four judges. The original distribution of business
among them, upon their first establishment, was as follows: the
cognizance of crime, and of such matters of litigation in
general, as directly concerned the crown (those relating to the
revenue excepted)was exclusively appropriate to the Court of
King s Bench; civil suits between subject and subject (called
communia placita) to the Common Pleas; and matters relating
to the royal revenue, to the Exchequer (c). In course of time,
considerable violations of this arrangement took place,
usurpation on the province of the Common Pleas being made by
each of the other courts. Of these changes the general result is
as follows. The King s Bench has now jurisdiction not only in
those matters which belonged to it by its original constitution,
but in all personal...
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