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Excerpt: .you will of course well understand; and, as it appears
that I have trusted in vain in such a heartless unsympathising
friend as Herr Bernard, you must not wonder if I appeal to
your kindness, and beg for a line now and again to inform me
of the child s welfare. With a thousand warm thanks to your
noble, kindhearted wife. In haste, yours, L. Van Beethoven.
Thus it appears that he was so deeply engaged on the other
things he had to think about that he found it impossible to be
present when his dearly loved son was operated on for hernia.
He was working then on one of his highest and noblest
compositions, his Ninth Symphony which, at first, expressive of
the deepest sorrow of human existence, finally rises into a
jubilant cry of all-engrossing affection, in the FreudeschOnem
GOtterfunken. A few days...
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