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investigated the questions presented by these petitions, with a grave sense of the responsibility attending an
inquiry, the result of which might be to disturb a system of commercial policy which has stood unchallenged
for over twenty years, which is guarded by careful treasury regulations, provided with a vast machinery of
structures and officials, and with whose usages the mercantile communities at home and abroad have become
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expressly raised to protect and promote, to the extent allowable by the Constitution and the general policy of
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consult the interests of manufactures in their relations to the general welfare. The committee are made the
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