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instantly procured. The first examination of his wound was
decisive; recovery was hopeless! # Night came on again, with her
pomp of light and shade--the night that for Falkland had no
morrow. One solitary lamp burned in the chamber where he lay
alone with God and his own heart. He had desired his couch to
be placed by the window, and requested his attendants to
withdraw. The gentle and balmy air stole over him, as free and
bland as if it were to breathe for him for ever; and the silver
moonlight came gleaming through the lattice, and played upon
his wan brow, like the tenderness of a bride that sought to kiss
him to repose. In a few hours, thought he, as he lay gazing on
the high stars which seemed such silent witnesses of an eternal
and unfathomed mystery, in a few hours...
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