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illustrated. 1922 edition. Excerpt: . . . different in appearance from our northern primitive hardwood forests. The
general color is perhaps a darker or less vivid green and there is something in the contour of the tree tops
which seems unfamiliar to the observer from the North; they are relatively broader, flatter and more compact,
and when a bare stem can be seen it seems disproportionately slender for the broad crown which it supports.
For much the greater part of its extent, palms are very little in evidence; often none at all can be seen in an
extensive expanse of tree tops. Once inside, however, and where the trunks of the trees are exposed by
clearings, the difference is so great that even the most luxuriant broad-leaved forests of the more southern
United States convey but a faint suggestion of their bewildering exuberance and infinite variety in details of
their composition. The average tropical forest is practically impenetrable, often absolutely so without free use
of the wood knife or machete. The trees, as a rule, are no closer together, and the biggest rarely larger than in
the heaviest of our virgin hardwood forests. The occasional giants excel ours mainly in the great development
of buttresses at the base, and wider expanse of their crowns; and | have never seen in tropical forests single tree
trunks surpassing in uniform thickness, length, or symmetry some of the gigantic sycamores, tulip trees, black
walnuts, pecans, burr oaks, and bottom red oaks which formerly grew...
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