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... 11 unless the national forests substantially increase the output of tim-ber. The logging sector will also
decline. Im talking about the timber processing sector, but that would involve a decline in the logging sector as
well as the milling residue processing sector and the use of wood fiber for fuel. Then looking to the future:
Maintaining efficient milling infra-structure in proximity to national forests will have, | believe, sub-stantial
benefits, and some of them have been mentioned. With adequate industry infrastructure and timber the high-
paying jobs in the forest products industry can be sustained, and based on some of our analysis even increased.
The overall economic benefits, in addition to the jobs in the forest products industry, the overall economic
benefits of improved forest ecosystem conditions, reduced fire hazard accruing from the ability to treat the
forest can hardly be overstated and are so large that its very difficult to put a value on those outputs. They
include not only reduced firefighting costs but employment and incomes from other forest-based activities such
as travel and tourism, not to mention the improvement in quality of life that all of us would enjoy if we had to
deal with less smoke in Montana, periodically, for example. Finally, relating some of our research directly to the
forest plan-ning process and addressing the area that you raised, Senator, on consistency among the forest
plans, | can talk about a few of them. One particular area...
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