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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Southern Medicine and Surgery One could not
initiate a discussion of this subject more aptly than to emphasize the statement of Snyder, which says: What
makes the introduction of anesthetic agents in the course of labor an obstetric problem of first magnitude is
that the influence of these substances upon the outcome of labor is so great that the risk involved for mother
and child may be out of all proportion to the gain in pain relief. Presently, we should recall that 80 per cent of
all live births occur in hospitals. United States Census Bureau figures indicate that in large urban areas as high
as 94 per cent of live births occur in hospitals, about 60 per cent in rural areas. The increasing number of
hospital deliveries is an index of the extent that analgesics and anesthetics are freely employed. We cannot lose
sight of the fact that analgesic and anesthetic agents, those which are capable of obtunding pain and
producing narcosis, are some of the most potent and lethal agents known in pharmacology. There is is a
definite dual consideration, mother and fetus, and we must consider the two inseparably. Previously, the fetus,
with respect to the management of labor, was thought of more or less morphologically, rather than
physiologically. In other words, various anatomical and developmental entities capable of producing dystucia,
were the primary considerations. It is vitally important that the role of analgesics and anesthetics be thoroughly
explored and that the genesis or origin of certain intranatal injuries may be linked to these agents. In brief, we
must determine to the best of our ability the following facts: 1. What is...
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