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are more eIicient and of course, more environmentally protective. We know that this is not an easy task. If it
was easy we would have figured it out by now. But we hope that what we will hear from you this morning will
help us as we work to craJ yet another comprehensive energy bill. We need to show real leadership in
developing legislation that builds this bridge to our energy future while helping to right the economy here. I
have no doubt that this committee can provide the leadership that is necessary. With the two comprehensive
energy bills that have been introduced and enacted over the past 4 years. This committee is known for
operating in a bipartisan fashion and getting things done. The 2005 Energy Policy Act, the 2007 Energy
Independence Security Act, they did a great deal to advance our nations energy policy. We championed clean
energy resources, like wind and nuclear. We increased the CAFE standards. We promoted biofuels. We directed
the Federal Government to lead on conservation issues. Then last year the Congress addressed production by
liJing the moratorium on oI shore leasing. We addressed such a magnitude of these issues in these bills that
the Federal agencies are still implementing many aspects of them. Were still waiting for example, for the
nations first oI shore wind project to receive Federal approval. While many of the programs authorized by
EPACT and ESA have not received appropriations yet, the stimulus package, which is under development, will
likely fund a number of these existing authorizations, everything from making our electrical grids smarter to
increasing...
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