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Excerpt: . Alexamenos should be compared a Christian medal
(circa temp. Honorii) described by Cavedoris in the Rev. Num.
for 1857, of which I send a tracing, which I will ask you kindly to
return, where au ass and her colt are made in some strange
way to symbolize Jesus Christ. Alexander s image (on the
obverse) was a known magical charm. P. 43. The gem named
is one, I suppose, in the British Museum. I omitted it from Gems
in Smith and Cheetham s Dictionary of Christian Antiquities,
because I could not feel sore that it was Christian. The figure
can hardly be Jesus Christ himself, holding his own self
symbolized; but I would not be too sure. The nimbus does not
prove that it is Christian (see Martigny). I once fancied that it
might be a saint, holding fast by Christ, and going...
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